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Who Are We? 

 

BULLDOG BREED COUNCIL 

 

 

Promoting  healthy Bulldogs, carefully bred 
to the Kennel Club Standard 

 

 

The Bulldog Breed Council was reformed in 1993, after the 

original council disbanded in the ‘70’s, it consists of  2 del-

egates from each of the 18 Breed Clubs registered with the 

KC,  its function is to collectively represent the views of 

the Breed Clubs back to the Kennel Club and a point of 

contact for the UK  Kennel Club to engage with Bulldog 

owners. 

http://www.bulldogbreedcouncil.co.uk 

If you have an interest in joining a club, buying a puppy, or 

require general information, all 18 Clubs and Secretaries 

contact numbers are listed on the above website. Under 

‘contacts’. 
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BULLDOG BREED CLUBS AND SHOWS 

 

 

We are very fortunate in Britain to have a large number of local Bulldog Breed Clubs, and 

two national clubs.  They are: 

 

 

Bath & Western Bulldog Club 

Birmingham & Midland Counties Bulldog 

Club 

Blackpool & Fylde Bulldog Club 

British Bulldog Club 

Bulldog Club Incorporated 

Bulldog Club of Scotland 

Bulldog Club of Wales 

East Midlands Bulldog Club 

Junior Bulldog Club 

London Bulldog Society 

Manchester & Counties Bulldog Club 

Northern Bulldog Club 

Northern Ireland Bulldog Club 

Northumberland & Durham Bulldog Club 

Pennines Bulldog Club 

Plymouth Devon & Cornwall Bulldog Club 

South of England Bulldog Society 

Yorkshire Bulldog Club. 

 

 

 

 

All of these clubs  hold at least two shows each year.  The Club Secretaries’ contact details are on 

the Bulldog Breed Council website: www.bulldogbreedcouncil.co.uk/contact.  There are also Gen-

eral Canine Societies which also hold shows during the year, so there are lots of opportunities to 

see beautiful Bulldogs bred to the Kennel Club standard and chat with the breeders. 

 



 

During the Covid-19 pandemic, all Bulldog shows were cancelled, however, as restrictions are being relaxed, the fol-

lowing Bulldog Breed Clubs are organising shows to conform to the current government guidelines.   

Bulldog Club of Wales:   Open shows     

7th November 2020  Judge  Mrs Clare Bannister (Andlare). Closing date 10.10.20 

13th February 2021  Judge  Mrs Gail Westmoreland (Gailbulls) Closing date: 10.01.21 

Online entries: www.onlineshowentry.com   

Venue: Caerwent Community Centre, Lawrence Crescent, Caerwent  NP26 5NS 

British Bulldog Club:  Championship  show  

22nd November 2020  Unfortunately, this show has been cancelled.   

20th/21st November 2021 

The good news is that the British Bulldog Club will be holding a huge weekend celebration of Bulldogs inNo-

vember 2021 with TWO Championship shows Judges will be Mr Kevin Davis (Saturday) and Ms Elizabeth Hugo 

Milam (Sunday). 

On Saturday night, there will be a memorial evening, remembering all our wonderful Bulldog friends who have 

recently died.   

Venue: Royal Court Hotel, Coventry  

The Club Secretaries will be able to give you the address or send you a ‘Schedule’. The schedule gives all the details 

of the show, including the judge.  Secretaries’ details are on the Bulldog Breed Council website under ‘Contacts’.   

All the Bulldogs exhibited at the shows are bred to the Kennel Club Standard. They are judged for health and conform-

ance against the Standard.  You can find the Standard on the Bulldog Breed Council website and the Kennel Club web-

site.  This is the very best way of learning about Bulldogs.   

 
The Bulldog Breed Council DVD 

is available through the website. 

  

An educational film  explaining  

all the points in the Bulldog 

Breed Standard. 

 

A ‘must’ for any serious  

Bulldog fancier, 



Why dogs are wonderful  companions 

 

The Covid-19 virus is taking a toll on the mental health of 
thousands of people, as researchers now warn of a global 
mental health crisis. The positive impact dogs have on our 
health is well-known, and  now we need them more than ever 
- to support us through the lockdown and all the mental health 
challenges the situation brings.   

 

Many people are searching for activities to take their minds 
off the ongoing pandemic and distracting themselves with ex-
ercise.  Dog walking has many benefits for both your mental 
and physical health, including: regular physical activity, fresh 
air, redirecting attention from stress triggers and relief from 
caring for someone else. Getting out and walking your dog 
can make all the difference during lockdown. 

 

Caring for a dog extends to more than daily walks, and work-
ing on your training or playing games with your dog is a great 
way to take your mind off what’s happening in the world. The 
time we are spending at home can provide a perfect oppor-
tunity to devote more time to bonding with your dog, working 
on your training or starting in canine activities.  

 

Dogs’ natural ability to lower stress, boost our mood, relieve 
grief and combat loneliness has become even more important 
during the last few months. Mental health experts also agree 
that routine is often a key to better mental health, and a regu-
lar schedule is useful for anyone struggling with anxiety or 
bad sleeping habits. Having a dog which requires daily exer-
cise and interaction helps you build and get used to a regular 
routine. 

 

The positive influence dogs have on our mental health how-
ever doesn’t only extend to our family. Pictures of dogs 
‘working from home’ have flooded the internet, giving all of us 
an opportunity to appreciate dogs and the calming effect they 
have on us.  

 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/health/coronavirus-latest-mental-health-psychiatrist-referral-un-pandemic-a9515541.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/health/coronavirus-latest-mental-health-psychiatrist-referral-un-pandemic-a9515541.html


 

Why a Bulldog 

Bulldogs are very loyal and have great character which means they appeal to a wide audi-

ence, and make good companion dogs for both families and individuals. The Bulldog is 

iconic to Britain which may also add to its appeal.  The fact that the breed is so popular 

makes it all the more important that we find ways to improve and protect its health as a pri-

ority.  Puppy buyers need to understand how to buy a healthy puppy from a responsible 

breeder. 

 

Has the health of the breed improved over recent years? 

 

Many of the dogs that we see today would definitely appear to be healthier than the 
dogs seen in recent years.  With improved awareness of health issues and an increase in 
the availability of scientific research, changes have been made. Dog shows now have vet 
checks for Bulldogs, amongst other breeds, and judges are required to reward healthy 
dogs free from physical exaggerations that contribute to health issues, so there is certainly 
improvement in the show ring.  Although there is a general improvement, change is a grad-
ual process and cannot be instantaneous.  Breeders who are selecting for health have the 
difficult challenge of making balanced breeding decisions that balance health, genetic di-
versity, temperament and conformation. 

 

But it is also worth remembering that there are still large numbers of dogs being bred out-
side of the influence of the Kennel Club. Puppy buyers can drive continued improve-
ment in Bulldog health by going to responsible breeders, asking to see relevant 
health test results and looking at whether the breeder ’s dogs snort and snore, or have 
sore looking eyes or bad skin, or appear to have difficulty breathing.   

 



How to get a healthy Bulldog 

 

Always go to a responsible breeder who  

prioritises health, such as a  

Kennel Club Assured Breeder 

 

The Kennel Club website has a ‘find a puppy’ facility, where you 
can find Assured Breeders, or a breeder that is participating in the 
Bulldog Breed Council’s Health and conformation scheme and the 
Kennel Club and University of Cambridge Respiratory Function 
Grading Scheme.  

Speak to a breed club Secretary for advice.   

Avoid buying a puppy online.   

Always see the puppy with its mother in its breeding environment, 
and observe the condition, health and vigour of the mother.  

You should do proper research before getting a dog to ensure you 
are choosing a breed that is the right fit for your lifestyle.   

You should familiarise yourself with health problems and the asso-
ciated costs – both financial and emotional – when choosing a 
breed. 

Seeing mum (and dad if possible) is an important part of buying any 
puppy, but especially so for brachycephalic (short nosed) dogs, as 
it may tell you something about the future health of your puppy.  If 
you are concerned about the health of the mother then you should 
not proceed with the purchase of the puppy. 
 

If you would not be happy to own a dog which resembles or acts like 
the puppy’s parents, then do not choose a puppy from that litter.  Both 
the mother and father will pass various traits on to their puppies and the 
traits that you don’t like will probably appear in the puppies when they 
are a little older. 

The puppy should have been reared in the house and become used to 
all the normal household routines and noises: tv, vacuuming etc. If the 
puppy conditions are not good, then walk away. Do not support anyone 
who rears puppies in poor conditions. 

The Bulldog Breed Council’s Health Scheme encourages health testing 
and publishes the results on their website.  The Kennel Club and Uni-
versity of Cambridge Respiratory Function Grading Scheme helps own-
ers reduce the risk of breeding puppies that grow up to develop breath-
ing problems. These schemes helps breeders and puppy buyers to 
make informed decisions and the Kennel Club strongly recommend that 
breeders use these schemes and puppy buyers always ask if the pup-
pies’ mother and father have been through them 

 

 

https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/health/for-breeders/respiratory-function-grading-scheme/
https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/health/for-breeders/respiratory-function-grading-scheme/
https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/health/for-breeders/respiratory-function-grading-scheme/
https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/health/for-breeders/respiratory-function-grading-scheme/


The Kennel Club & University of Cambridge Respiratory &  

Function  Scheme  

What is the scheme? 

The Respiratory Function Grading Scheme assesses Bulldogs, French Bulldogs and Pugs for a breathing problem known 

as BOAS (Brachycephalic Obstructive Airway Syndrome). 

  

The scheme advises owners if their dog is affected by BOAS and gives guidance to breeders on how to lower the risk of 

producing affected puppies. A selection of regionally approved assessors (vets trained especially in BOAS) have been 

appointed to carry out respiratory function grading on dogs of these breeds. 

What is BOAS? 

Dogs with a flat, wide shaped head are said to be brachycephalic (‘brachy’ meaning short, and ‘cephalic’, meaning 

head). The soft tissue in the nose and throat of some brachycephalic dogs may be excessive for the airways, partially 

obstructing the airway and making it difficult for them to breathe normally (causing heavy panting or noisy breathing). 

How can I book an assessment? 

You can book an assessment directly through your  local assessor, who can be found on our list on the Kennel 

Club Website 

How much does it cost? 

Each assessor will have their own assessment fee which may vary between assessors. Please enquire with the 

assessor in advance of booking an appointment. This fee will include the £5 admin fee for the Kennel Club.  

What do I need to bring to the assessment? 

You will need to bring your dog’s Kennel Club registration certificate and microchip identification in order for 

your dog’s assessment to be completed. An assessment form will be completed by the regional assessor and a 

copy will be given to you following the assessment, with another copy sent to the Kennel Club for publication 

including on the Health Test Results Finder. 

What happens during the assessment? 

Your dog will be assessed by a specially trained vet who will initially use a stethoscope to listen to your dog’s 

breathing while they are calm and relaxed. Your dog will then be encouraged to move around an exercise area 

at a quick pace for 3 minutes, either by the vet or yourself. The vet will then listen to your dog’s breathing again 

and will use a list of criteria to give a grade. 

How often do I need to have my dog assessed? 

As BOAS is a complex syndrome the ways in which it can affect a dog may change over an individual’s lifetime. 

Therefore we recommend that dogs are assessed from the age of 12 months and that this is repeated every 

two years for their lifetime, or until you stop using them for breeding. 

  



Dogs who have achieved the Bulldog Breed Council  

Gold Health Certificate in 2019.   

Bulldog Breed Council Health Certificate Scheme 

The aim of the Bulldog Breed Council Health & Conformation Scheme is: 

 

To promote the health and wellbeing of the Bulldog 

To promote healthy breeding practices 

To enable data collection, to monitor current issues of the Breed and to compare with the past 

and to make improvements for the future. 

To educate both Breeders and Pet Owners. 

To reward participation in the scheme by awarding Bronze, Silver and Gold awards. 

The requirements to achieve each category of Certificate can be found in the Health section 

of the Bulldog Breed Council website: www.bulldogbreedcouncil.co.uk/health 

ANDLARE EVERHARD Oct-19 
ANGELCLAN DIVINE AT STELLASVILLE Nov-19 
AVAWORD GEORGIE GIRL Jun-19 
AVAWORD HECTOR Jun-19 
AVAWORD MOLLIE Jun-19 
BAALAZEBUL HOT TODDY OF LANCSBULL Mar-19 
BAGIBELI BILLY RAY Jun-19 
BAGIBELI QUEEN OF HEARTS Jun-19 
BERG ESDEKA AT RUAKURI Apr-19 
BRITISHROSE DEALERS CHOICE Oct-19 
COFAS MAGELLANIC SPIRAL AT JACKARHYS Jul-19 
ERIMUSBULLS COOPER AT LINMIST Apr-19 
KAINENABLE DOYLE AT COBBLERCOTT Jul-19 
KENQUARTZ FOUR STICKS Feb-19 
LAROYAL LEAD BY EXAMPLE Nov-19 
LAROYAL LEAD THE WAY AS BLEMHEIMSTAR Oct-
19 
LINFORDPRIDE TEEBO Oct-19 
LUMBUSE MR DOUGLAS HOME FOR RYJARLOW 
Aug-19 
MIDLANDBULLS CANDY CRUSH RICATORI Nov-19 
QUEEN OF REKKTM AT WEEBULLZ Oct-19 
REDWORC PRETTY PERFECT AS BLENHIEMSTAR 
Jun-19 
RHYDYCROESAU ALL EYES ON ME Jun-19 
RHYDYCROESAU POSH TOTTY Jun-19 
  

RICATORI ACAPELLA CLASS Nov-19 
RICATORI POKETT ROKETT Nov-19 
ROKOLUCK MR CRACKER Dec-19 
ROSCOS MASTERPIECE BY EM Dec-19 
ROSPAW BETCHA BY GOLLY WOW Aug-19 
ROSPAW MAID IF GOLD MELAFELLA Oct-19 
RUAKURI CHASING GLORY Mar-19 
RUAKURI CHASING GREAT Dec-19 
RUAKURI DIAMONDS IN THE SKY Apr-19 
RUAKURI HIKURANGI Jul-19 
RUAKURI MAKING MEMORIES AS BLENHEMSTAR 
Oct-19 
RUAKURI PRIDE AND GLORY Dec-19 
RUAKURI SHADES OF RED Jul-19 
RUAKURI THE ONE AND ONLY Dec-19 
RUAKURI THE PROMISE Jul-19 
SEALAVILLE SHES ICE AVAWORD Jun-19 
SHIPSHAPE SHOOTING STAR Nov-19 
SMACKERJACKS DIOR Apr-19 
STARTINI BETELGEUSE Jul-19 
STARTINI CAPELLA Jul-19 
TECLASECRET POLONIA Nov-19 
TECLASECRET ROXANA Jul-19 
WEEBULLZ SHY TOT Aug-19 
  

2020 Gold Health Certificate holders will be detailed in our next newsletter 



Have you  ever considered Rescue and maybe rehoming a Bulldog. 

 

We have 2 Bulldog Rescue Charities:  

 

Bulldog Rescue  

 

Edward Foundation. 

 

Both of these charities do amazing work on behalf of the Bulldog Breed. Unfortunately this 

year, their fund raising activities have been severely disrupted due to the Covid pandemic. 

 

For details on how to contact them, or to make a donation, please go directly to their web-

sites. 

Please complete the Bulldog Rescue Puppy Survey on the following link: 

https://form.jotform.com/201934439035050 

https://form.jotform.com/201934439035050?fbclid=IwAR3Nv6FGbru3j04hp5yt2VnVfB6fnHgNJmJ8OhrVMFSXz_bn7eXgu3MGVX8

